Journal tO Stella                 LETTER in
set, and were here before it was dark. This letter shall go
on Tuesday,*8 whether I hear from MD or no. My health
continues pretty well; pray God Stella may give me a good
account of hers: and I hope you are now at Trim,39 or soon
designing it. I was disappointed to-night: the fellow gave
me a letter, and I hoped to see little MD's hand; and it
was only to invite me to a venison pasty to-day: so I lost
my pasty into the bargain. Pox on these declining
courtiers 1 Here is Mr. Brydges^o the paymaster-general
desiring my acquaintance; but I hear the queen sent lord
Shrewsbury41 to assure him he may keep his place; and he
38  Deane Swift has 'Tuesday'. Sheridan, 1784, who was followed by
kter editors, including Ryland, altered this to 'Thursday'. Aitken restored
'Tuesday*, which is almost certainly what Swift wrote, for on Monday he
is 'resolved this letter shall go to-night'. He expected Stella's first letter on
Monday the 18th of September (see p. 19 n.33). It failed to arrive, and, on
second thoughts, he did not dispatch his own letter, but held it over till
Thursday the 2 ist, the day on which he received Stella's letter.
39   Stella, with Mrs. Dingley, used to visit Trim, within three miles of
which ky Swift's living of Laracor, for the sake of the country air and riding.
Raymond (p. I n.3) was rector of and Beaumont lived at Trim.  Stella also
possessed property there (Notes and Queries9 8S. ii. 302; Corresp. iv. 459).
40  James Brydges, M.P. for Hereford, 1698-1714, was paymaster of
the forces abroad 1707-12. He succeeded as ninth Baron Chandos, and
was created Earl of Carnarvon in 1714. In 1719 he was created Duke of
Chandos.   Swift's verses The Dean and Duke' (Poems, pp. 677-8)
attacked Chandos for failing to answer a civil request. He was satirized by
Pope, Moral Essays, iv. 99 ff.
41   Charles Talbot, twelfth Earl and only Duke of Shrewsbury, was born
in 1660.  In 1679 he renounced Roman Catholicism for the Protestant
religion; and, although he had held office under James II, he was an active
supporter of the revolution and of William III. In 1694 he was created
Duke of Shrewsbury. In 1700 he retired from public affeirs; but when, in
Apr. 1710, the Queen dismissed the Marquis of Kent and appointed
Shrewsbury Lord Chamberlain in his stead, the event marked the first
step in her move to replace the Whig government. Although Swift re-
garded him as 'timorous' (Corresp. i. 326) he acted courageously in support
of William and he assured the Hanoverian succession at Anne's death. But
he understood his own limitations (Bath MSS. i. 198).  St. John said of
Shrewsbury: el never knew a man so formed to please, and to gain upon the
affection whilst he challenges the esteem' (Bolingbroke's Letters, i 132-3).
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